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Action from the  

Annual Conference 

 

The results of votes cast June 
12 at the 2009 Florida Annual 
Conference Event show a ma-
jority of clergy and lay mem-

bers oppose constitutional amendments that would 
change the structure of The United Methodist Church 
and language related to membership. 
 The 2008 General Conference recommended 
ΥΤ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÃÏÎÓÔÉÔÕÔÉÏÎȟ 
but their approval is subject to a two-thirds majority of 
the total votes cast across 120-plus annual conferences 
globally. Those eligible to vote are clergy in full connec-
tion and lay members of the annual conferences. 
 

Name change gets ȬÎÏȭ ÖÏÔÅ 
 Twenty-three of the amendments 
deal with changes to the structure of the 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ 4ÈÅ #ÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÏÆ "ÉÓÈÏÐÓȭ 4ÁÓË 
Force on the Global Nature of the Church 
proposed the amendments after con-
ducting a multi-year study. 
 The Rev. Sue Haupert-Johnson, chairwoman of 
ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅȭÓ ÒÅÓÏÌÕÔÉÏÎÓ ÃÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÏ-pastor 
at First United Methodist Church in Ocala, shared some 
of the rationale behind the proposed amendments 
during a time of discussion moderated by Florida Con-
ference Bishop Timothy W. Whitaker. 
 Ȱ4ÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ -ÅÔÈÏÄÉÓÔ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÉÓ ÇÒÏ×ÉÎÇ ÁÓȤ
tronomically in other continents as we dwindle here (in 
ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓɊȟȱ (ÁÕÐÅÒÔ-*ÏÈÎÓÏÎ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÅØÃÉÔȤ
ÉÎÇȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔ ÁÆÆÅÃÔÓ ÈÏ× ×Å ÁÒÅ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÄȢȱ 
 As a delegate to the 2008 General Conference, 
Haupert-Johnson said she noticed a range of issues 
related to the dynamics among conferences from 
across the globe. In studying these differences, the 
global church task force recommended the amend-
ments in an effort to acknowledge the worldwide 
function of the church, she said. 
 Ȱ/ÕÒ ÒÅÁÌÉÔÙ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓ ÉÓ ÆÁÒ ÄÉÆÆÅÒÅÎÔ 
than the reality that folks overseas face in many con-

ÔÅØÔÓȟȱ (ÁÕÐÅÒÔ-Johnson said.  
 Eighteen of the 23 amendments would change 
the name central conference ɂ those outside the 
United States ɂ to regional conference.  There are 
seven central conferences, similar to jurisdictional con-
ferences: Africa, Central and Southern Europe, Congo, 
Germany, Northern Europe, Philippines and West Af-
rica. Within those conferences are 59 annual confer-
ences. 
 0ÒÏÐÏÎÅÎÔÓ ÓÁÙ ÔÈÅ ȰÃÅÎÔÒÁÌȱ 
term is outdated because it reminds 
many of the racially segregated Cen-
tral Jurisdiction, which existed in the 
United States from 1939 to 1968, 
Haupert-Johnson said.  The Rev. Clark 
Campbell-%ÖÁÎÓȟ ÓÅÎÉÏÒ ÐÁÓÔÏÒ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ 0ÁÕÌȭÓ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 
Methodist Church in Tallahassee, spoke in favor of the 
amendments, saying the organization of the church 
has developed without a clear sense of whether the 
church is a U.S. church or a global church. 
 Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅȭÓ Á ÌÅÇÁÃÙ ÏÆ ÃÏÌÏÎÉÁÌÉÓÍ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅÄȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ4ÈÅ #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 
Conference College of Bishops voted unanimously to 
ÁÐÐÒÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔÓ ȣ ÓÏ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÓÔÒÏÎÇÌÙ ÅÎȤ
courage us to support this first subgroup (of amend-
ments) as a way to honor the requests of our sisters 
ÁÎÄ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓȢȱ 
 Other members expressed concern about the 
timing of the amendments. Russ Graves, a member-at-
large from the Atlantic Central District, said originally 
he agreed with Campbell-%ÖÁÎÓȭ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎȢ Ȱ-Ù ÉÎÉÔÉÁÌ 
reaction was yes, absolutely yes, but because of some 
of the amendments that come later that I think we will 
all struggle with, I would suggest to you that the plan-
ning and the actual state of this proposal is prema-
ÔÕÒÅȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ 
 About 60 percent of the more than 1,050 votes 
cast opposed the amendments. 
 

-ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÓÁÙ Ȭ×ÏÒÌÄ×ÉÄÅ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȭ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÓÈÏÕÌÄ ×ÁÉÔ 
 The remaining five of the 23 amendments 
would allow General Conference to make the church 
structure consistent across the denomination.  (See 
Action on pg. 3) 
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Douglas Swan, Sr. 

 

 

Growing To Maturity  

 

 Have you ever been in public situations where you witnessed someone just being 
immature.  I'm not talking about children, I'm talking about adults.  I'm not necessarily talk-
ing about someone who was under the influence of something, I'm talking about adult be-
havior that made you wonder what elementary grade he or she was going into.  
 Maturity is expected of us when we have acquired a certain age.  But there are 
situations where some persons never grow up. There may be many reasons for this, 
whether it was parental negligence or something else, but whatever the case, we are all 
challenged to behave in a mature fashion not to impress, but to be who we are with a sense 
of good reasoning, and emotional deportment.   
 Ralph Waldo Emerson has written a piece where he addresses the "Definition of 
Maturity."  I thought it might be helpful for us all to read, being mindful of the New Testa-
ment encouragement to grow to maturity by following the example of Christ, and indeed, 
make it our goal to mature in Christlikeness.  It is subjoined as follows: 

 
Definition of Maturity 

 
Maturity is the ability to control anger and settle differences without violence or destruc-
tion. Maturity is patience, the willingness to pass up immediate pleasure in favor of long-
term gain.  
 
Maturity is perseverance, the ability to sweat out a project or a situation in spite of opposi-
tion and discouraging setbacks. Maturity is unselfishness--responding to the needs of oth-
ÅÒÓȟ ÏÆÔÅÎ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅ ÏÆ ÏÎÅȭÓ Ï×Î ÄÅÓÉÒÅÓ ÏÒ ×ÉÓÈÅÓȢ  
 
Maturity is the capacity to face unpleasantness and frustration, discomfort and defeat, 
×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÃÏÍÐÌÁÉÎÔ ÏÒ ÃÏÌÌÁÐÓÅȢ -ÁÔÕÒÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÈÕÍÉÌÉÔÙȢ )Ô ÉÓ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÂÉÇ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ) ×ÁÓ 
×ÒÏÎÇȟȱ ÁÎÄ ×ÈÅÎ ÒÉÇÈÔȟ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÔÕÒÅ ÐÅÒÓÏÎ ÎÅÅÄ ÎÏÔ ÓÁÙȟ Ȱ) ÔÏÌÄ ÙÏÕ ÓÏȢȱ  
 
Maturity is the ability to make a decision and stand by it. The immature spend their lives ex-
ploring endless possibilities, then do nothing.  
 
-ÁÔÕÒÉÔÙ ÍÅÁÎÓ ÄÅÐÅÎÄÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȟ ËÅÅÐÉÎÇ ÏÎÅȭÓ ×ÏÒÄȟ ÃÏÍÉÎÇ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ÉÎ Á ÃÒÉÓÉÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÉÍÍÁȤ
ture are masters of alibi -- confused and disorganized. Their lives are a maze of broken 
promises, former friends, unfinished business and good intentions which never materialize. 
 
Maturity is the art of living in peace with that which we cannot change.  
 
--Ralph Waldo Emerson  

 

  

 Keep the Faith with Joy! 

Pastor Doug  
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(Actionɂcontinued from pg 1) Every conference, in-
cluding annual conferences in the United States, would 

be part of a larger regional conference organized 
into subunits called jurisdictional 
conferences, Haupert-Johnson said. 

  There are 63 annual 
conferences and five jurisdic-
tions in the United States. The 
Florida Conference is one of 13 
annual conferences in the 
Southeastern Jurisdiction. 

 No one spoke in favor of the amendments dur-
ing the discussion. Several did say more information 
about the overall impact of the proposed changes was 
needed. The Rev. Debbie McLeod, outgoing superin-
tendent of the South East District and chairwoman of 
the 2008 General Conference structure subcommittee, 
explained that two groups are working to provide that 
information. The Study Committee on the Worldwide 
Church will submit a proposal at the 2012 General Con-
ference offering details regarding a new structure. The 
Council of Bishops and other denominational 
groups are looking at ways to reposition the church for 
21st century ministry. 
 McLeod said she was not in favor of approving 
ÔÈÅ ÃÈÁÎÇÅÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎȢ  Ȱ)Ô ÉÓ ÐÒÕÄÅÎÔ 
for us to wait until we know what the structure 
will be before we change the 
ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅȟȱ she said, urging mem-
bers to vote against the amend-
ÍÅÎÔÓȢ Ȱ!ÒÅ ×Å ÁÄÄÉÎÇ ÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÏÒ 
will we be streamlining the 
church? When the General Con-
ference adopts the structure, 
they can adopt the amendments and 
ÂÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÂÁÃË ÔÏ ÕÓ ɉÆÏÒ ÖÏÔÉÎÇɊȢȱ 
 The Rev. Jim Harnish, senior pastor of Hyde 
Park United Methodist Church in Tampa, said he be-
ÌÉÅÖÅÓ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ȰÐÒÅÄÉÓÐÏÓÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÉÎ ÆÁÖÏÒ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
intention of the movement toward a worldwide 
ÃÈÕÒÃÈȟȱ ÂÕÔ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÓ ÉÆ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÆ ÒÅÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÉÎÇ 
has been fully considered.  Harnish said he asked pro-
ponents at General Conference if they had given any 
ÃÏÎÓÉÄÅÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÓÔȢ Ȱ)Ô ÈÁÄ ÎÏÔ ÅÖÅÎ ÂÒÏÁÃÈÅÄ 
ÁÎÙÏÎÅȭÓ ÉÍÁÇÉÎÁÔÉÏÎȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ  (Å ÅØÐÒÅÓÓÅÄ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÎ 
ÔÈÅ ÄÅÎÏÍÉÎÁÔÉÏÎ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ȰÁ ÌÁÒÇÅÒ ÓÕÐÅÒȤ
ÓÔÒÕÃÔÕÒÅ ÏÎ Á ÄÅÃÒÅÁÓÉÎÇ ÆÉÎÁÎÃÉÁÌ ÂÁÓÅȟȱ ÇÉÖÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
decline in United Methodist membership in the United 
3ÔÁÔÅÓȢ Ȱ) ÔÈÉÎË ×Å ÁÒÅ ×ÁÙ ÁÈÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÏÕÒÓÅÌÖÅÓȟȱ ÈÅ 
said. (See Action on pg 4) 

Thanks 

5Ntq 

 
Ron Vath for spraying the fire paint in the 
storage area of 1500;  Daryl Rauscher & Larry 

Powell for installing the fire door in 1500; Paul Gannett 
& Gayle Goodman for attending the Annual Confer-
ence ;  Tomi Rine & Gayle Goodman for cooking break-
ÆÁÓÔ ÁÎÄ ÌÕÎÃÈ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ 2Å&ÏÃÕÓ 0ÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ ÂÉ-monthly 
meeting;  Pastor Doug & John Kostiak for their work at 
1500; Dot & Bill Apgar & Alice LaRue for keeping the 
Food Pantry stocked; Chris Gannett for changing the 
message on the sign weekly; All who provided trans-
portation to and from camp for the youth of the 
church;  Ken & Marie Swart for their aluminum can min-
istry; Kris Boysen & Fran Anderson for keeping the 
pews stocked and tidy; James & Joyce Phillips for 
counting the Sunday Offering and picking up the bank 
bagsɂwe will miss you! Dot Apgar for coordinating the 
UMW Summer luncheon.; All the ladies who handed 
ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÐÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÎ ÏÎ &ÁÔÈÅÒȭÓ ÄÁÙȦ 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

Hope you are having a great summer!  And 
have made plans to attend the Conference 

School of Christian Mission at Florida Southern College 
in Lakeland to study either Food and Faith, or The 
Beauty and Courage of Sudan.  The week study begins 
Tuesday, July 21 and ends, Friday, July 24, at noon.  Cost 
for the week is $140 for shared room and meals if post-
marked by July 7, thereafter $150.00. If you need a ride 
to Lakeland for the week, call me.  The weekend starts 
Friday, July 24 and ends Sunday, July 26.  Cost is $95.00/
$105.00.   Call me, 439-2094, for registration forms, 
more information, or if you need a scholarship.  During 
the School, your days will be rich with daily worship, 
plenaries, class time, focus groups, learning activities, 
music, singing, and celebration.--Carol Elliott  
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Please Pray For... 

Our military personnel serving 
throughout the world protecting 
our freedom; Mildred Adams; 
Rev. Neil Adams; Jennifer Adcox, 
James Adcox, Betty Allen; Kim 
McDaniel Allen; Rev. Robert Baker; Emily Bartos;  Emily 
Bortos & Sons; Marie Burpeau; Brian Canfield; Kim Car-
ney; Joan Carpenter; George Ceperlich; Rev. Don & 
Helen Coughenhour; Roberta Damron; Dennis, Desiree 
& family; Bill Driscoll; Joshua Drobinski; Bill Dunn, Jr; 
William Dunn III;  Beth Dunn; David & June Elder; 
JoAnne Fitzgerald; Diana Gannett; Mary Gannett; 
Dolores Gonzalez;  Jeannie Harris; Argil & Pat Haltom; 
Kay Hamill; Dub Holt; Fred Hutswagner; Grant & Carla 
Jackson; Anita & Carla;  Frank Kerby; Charlie Kerr; Dan 
Kerr; Larry & Sarah  Kerr; Elizabeth King; Dan Komp; Carl 
Laundrie III; Barbara Lindsey;  James Main;  Becky & 
Randy McCain; Jane McCormick; Joyce McDonald; Mitzi; 
Phyda Oleus; Joshua Oribello; Heather Pasteur; Jim Pe-
ters; Henry & Judy Poland; Julie Powers; Diane 
Raggetta; Kay Schlegel;  Shelbie Sherman; Evangelina, 
Helene, Fotini, Lili, Aris & Carolyn Siavalas; Rita Sim-
mons; Orie Smiley; John, Selene & Richard Stanbor-
ough; Anita Stewart; Larry Swan; Nicole Todini; Earl Un-
rue; Gene Weisenberger; Chuck Wesley; Jeff & Marilyn 
West; David Willett; Dave & Jackie Winnett; Carol Wil-
liams; Paige Wilson & Family; Bill Wolcott, Rose Yenther;  

Our Sympathies Toé. 

Our sympathy to Pastor Doug and 
the Swan family on the loss of 
their mother, grandmother and 

great-grandmotherɂGeraldine 
Swan was 103 when she was called 
home.   Our sympathies are extend 

to our Administrative Assistant, Jo-Anne Gonzalez 
and her family for the loss of her father, Joseph A. on 
June 9.  While his health was not the best, this was not 
expected and the Gonzalez family continues to ask for 
prayer.  Sympathies are also extended to the family of 
Evelyn Schnitzler.  Evelyn  was transferred to the 
church triumphant on June 10.  There will be a memo-
rial service for her on Sat. July 11 at. 10:30 with a recep-
tion afterwardɂall are welcome to come and Cele-
ÂÒÁÔÅ %ÖÅÌÙÎȭÓ ,ÉÆÅȦ  3ÙÍÐÁÔÈÉÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÅØÔÅÎÄÅÄ ÔÏ 
,ÁÒÒÙ Ǫ 3ÁÒÁÈ +ÅÒÒ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÓÓ ÏÆ 3ÁÒÁȭÓ ÍÏÍ 

Action Continued from pg 3) Members voted against 
the proposals by about 83 percent of the more than 
1,050 votes cast for each amendment. 
 

Current membership language upheld 
 Members also failed to pass Amendment I, 
ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÔÈÅ ȰÉÎÃÌÕÓÉÖÅÎÅÓÓȱ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔȟ ×ÉÔÈ ΧΫ ÐÅÒȤ
cent of the 993 votes against it. The amendment pro-
poses that church ministries and membership be avail-
ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ȰÁÌÌ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓȟȱ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ȰÁÌÌ ÐÅÒÓÏÎÓ ×ÉÔÈÏÕÔ 
regard to race, color, national origin, status or eco-
ÎÏÍÉÃ ÃÏÎÄÉÔÉÏÎȢȱ  $ÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔ ÆÏȤ
cused on several possible interpretations: 
its meaning with regard to homosexual-
ity, requirements for membership and 
the role of the pastor in deciding 
eligibility for membership. 
 The Rev. Mason Dorsey, 
pastor at Riviera United Method-
ist Church in St. Petersburg, spoke 
against the amendment based on issues related to 
membership and homosexuality. Ȱ!ÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔ ) ÉÓ ÎÏÔ 
an attempt to make us more like Jesus, but an attempt 
to deny grace to people struggling with major issues 
and keep them locked in the sin from which Jesus died 
ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅÍ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÆÒÅÅÄȟȱ $ÏÒÓÅÙ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ0ÁÓÓÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ 
amendment, I think, just hurts the people who are 
×ÁÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÈÅÁÌÅÄȢȱ 
 South Central District youth member Carlene 
Fogle-Miller said failing to pass the amendment hurts 
ÔÈÅ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÁÍÅ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȢ Ȱ) ÆÁÉÌ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÈÏ× ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÈÏ 
ÁÒÅ ÈÏÍÏÓÅØÕÁÌÓ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅȟȱ ÒÅÆÅÒÅÎÃÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ȰÁÌÌ 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȱ ×ÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔȢ Ȱ)Æ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÔ 
×ÅÌÃÏÍÅȟȱ ÓÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȟ ȰÈÏ× ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅÙ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ 
grace that ×ÅȭÒÅ ÓÁÙÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅÙ ÎÅÅÄȩȱ 

 Graves spoke against the amend-
ment because of his belief it would re-
ÍÏÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÓÔÏÒȭÓ ÏÐÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅ 
ÒÅÁÄÉÎÅÓÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐȢ Ȱ0ÁÓÔÏÒÓ 
have been entrusted with the respon-
sibility of helping prospective mem-
bers understand and affirm the vows 
and meaning of church member-

ÓÈÉÐȟȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ7ÈÅÎ Á ÌÁÒÇÅ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÓÔÅÐÓ ÉÎ ÁÎÄ 
removes the responsibility from those that are given 
the responsibility ɂ when that responsibility is re-
moved with a word ɂ then that can often be disas-
ÔÒÏÕÓȢȱ 
 The Rev. Bill Fisackerly IV, pastor of Gulf Cove 
UMC in Port Charlotte, (See Action on pg.5)  
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 It's not too late if you would 
like to help with our weekly, after-
school, Good News Club starting in 
September. Good News Clubs pro-
vide a safe, caring environment that 
children can attend for fellowship, 
fun, and genuine spiritual growth. 
 If you are interested, training is avail-
able starting Weds. July 22, 29 and Aug. 5 from 6:30pm 
to 8:30pm.  There is no cost for this training and it is 
open to anyone interested in children's ministry and 
not just those working with the Good News Club. 
 You can be a blessing as a prayer partner, 
teacher, assistant teacher, refreshments, grade helper, 
song leader, help with games, administrative work and/
or visitation. Contact Mary Swan at 439-0651 for more 
info.  Youth are welcome to help as well.  We have nine 
volunteers so far and you would make ten! 
 

Thanks A Million!!!  
Mildred Adams wishes to thank 
everyone for their prayers, calls 
and cardsɂGod Bless You All!!!!  

Jo-Anne Gonzalez and her family 
wish to thank everyone for their cards, calls, prayers 

and other expressions of sympathy for the loss of her 
dadɂJoseph A. Gonzalez.  Jo-Anne, Joseph & Angela 
Gonzalez wish to thank you for the prayers for their 
mom, Dolores, who under went surgery for a colonic 
abscess and colostomy and has experienced some diffi-
culty.  Michaelyn Milidantri and the folks at the 
Free Clinic send a  great big hug and BIG note of 
thanks to everyone whose donated toys and  other 
items for the Flagler County Free Clinic.  We appreciate 
your generosity and willingness to support this very 
worthy cause.  Because of  you, so many low income 
people without health insurance are getting the medi-
cal and dental help they need.  Blessing to each of you. 
 

 

(Action, continued from pg 4)  
asked for clarification on 
whether the intent of the 
amendment is to make member-
ship automatic or require some 
action on the part of prospective 
members, such as attending 
membership classes.  
 That question, Whitaker 
said, raises the issue that divides 
ÐÅÏÐÌÅȭÓ ÉÎÔÅÒÐÒÅÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÁÍÅÎÄÍÅÎÔȢ Ȱ)Ô ÒÁÉÓÅÓ ÔÈÅ ÑÕÅÓȤ
ÔÉÏÎ ÏÆȟ ÉÆ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ ȬÁÌÌȭ ÉÎ 
membership, what are the condi-
tions for membership, such as 
participating in a membership 
ÃÌÁÓÓȩȱ ÈÅ ÓÁÉÄȢ Ȱ9ÏÕ ÁÌÌ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ 
make up your own minds 
whether or not you feel the con-

ditions for membership are adequately defined in this 
amendment. 

Members pass portion of amendments 
 A majority of voters passed six of the remaining 
eight amendments, including a proposal to establish a 
minimum basis of support for the election of bishops at 
*ÕÒÉÓÄÉÃÔÉÏÎÁÌ #ÏÎÆÅÒÅÎÃÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÄÄÉÎÇ ȰÇÅÎÄÅÒȱ ÔÏ ÃÁÔÅȤ
gories of people protected against discrimination. 
 Another gives deacons, associate and provi-
sional members, and local pastors who have completed 
the Course of Study or master of divinity degree and 
served under appointment for two consecutive years 
immediately preceding an election, the ability to vote 
for clergy delegates to General and jurisdictional con-
ferences. Currently, only ordained clergy in full connec-
tion may vote. 
 Amendment II, which seeks to establish conflict 
of interest polices, failed to receive the necessary two-
thirds approval, with 592 yes votes and 473 no votes. 
 Amendment VI, which provides an avenue for 
the General Conference to establish representation for 
newly created conferences on a non-proportional basis 
for a transitional time period, was opposed by 53 per-
cent of 1,036 voters. 
 The question of whether the 32 amendments 
pass the global two-thirds majority will not be an-
swered until all annual conferences have had the op-
portunity to register their votes. 
 
 

Child Evangelism Fellowship 


