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Action from the
Annual Conferenc

The results of votes cast June
12 at the 2009 Florida Annual
Conference Event show a ma-
jority of clergy and lay mem-
bers oppose constitutional amendments that would
change the structure of The United Methodist Church
and language related to membership.

The 2008 General Conference recommendec
YT Ai AT AT AT 66 O1 OEA AA
but their approval is subject to a twehirds majority of
the total votes cast across 120lus annual conferences
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globally. Those eligible to vote are clergy in full connect

tion and lay members of the annual conferences.
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Name change getd1 1 & OI
Twenty-three of the amendments
deal with changes to the structure of the
AEOOAES8 4EA #1 O1TA
Force on the Global Nature of the Churc
proposed the amendments after con
ducting a multiyear study.
The Rev. Sue Haupedohnson, chairwoman of
OEA AT 1T ZAOAT ARG O OAOlpastord
at First United Methodist Church in Ocala, shared som
of the rationale behind the proposed amendments

during a time of discussion moderated by Florida Conft

ference Bishop Timothy W. Whitaker.
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tronomically in other continents as we dwindle here (in
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As a delegate to the 2008 General Conference

HaupertJohnson said she noticed a range of issue$

related to the dynamics among conferences from
across the globe. In studying these differences, the
global church task force recommended the amend-
ments in an effort to acknowledge the worldwide
function of the church, she said.
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than the reality that folks overseas face in many con
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L€ the name central conference?
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Eighteen of the 23 amendments would change
those outside the
United States? to regional conference. There are
seven central conferencessimilar tojurisdictional con-
ferences: Africa, Central and Southern Europe, Congo,
Germany, Northern Europe, Philippines and West Af-
rica. Within those conferencesare 59 annual confer-
ences.

00iI BT T AT OO OA
term is outdated because it remind.
many of the racially segregated Ce
tral Jurisdiction, which existed in the
United States from 1939 to 196¢
Haupert-Johnson said. The Rev. Claun
CampbelsOAT Oh OAT ET O DAOOI O
Methaodist Church in Tallahassee, spoke in favor of the
amendments, saying the organization of the church
has developed without a clear sense of whether the
church is a U.S. church or a global church.
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Conference College of Bishops voted unanimously to
APDPOil OA OEA Al AT Al AT 0O 8
courage us to support this first subgroup (of amend-
ments) as a way to honor the requests of our sisters
AT A AOiT OEA0OOS86

Other members expressed concern about the
timing of the amendments. Russ Graves, a memksgr
large from the Atlantic Central District, said originally
he agreed with CampbeloOAT 06 bHi OEOEIT 1
reaction was yes, absolutely yes, but because of some
of the amendments that come later that | think we will

o

FE all struggle with, | would suggest to you that the plan-
.ning and the actual state of this proposal is prema-
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About 60 percent of the more than 1,0500tes
castopposed the amendments.
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The remaining five of the 23 amendments
would allow General Conference to make the church
structure consistent across the denomination. (Sc§e0AI

Action on pg. 3)




Page2 TIDINGS

Growing To Maturity

Have you ever been in public situations where you withessed someone just being
immature. I'm not talking about children, I'm talking about adults. I'm not necessarily talk-
ing about someone who was under the influence of something, I'm talking about adult be-

’ havior that made you wonder what elementary grade he or she was going into.
Pasio\“ s Maturity is expected of us when we have acquired a certain age. But there are
situations where some persons never grow up. There may be many reasons for this,
'Pa'tCh whether it was parental negligence or something else, but whatever the case, we are all
challenged to behave in a mature fashion not to impress, but to be who we are with a sense
of good reasoning, and emotional deportment.

Ralph Waldo Emerson has written a piece where he addresses the "Definition of
Maturity." | thought it might be helpful for us all to read, being mindful of the New Testa-
ment encouragement to grow to maturity by following the example of Christ, and indeed,
make it our goal to mature in Christlikeness. It is subjoined as follows:

Definition of Maturity

Douglas Swan, Sr.  Maturity is the ability to control anger and settle differences without violence or destruc-
tion. Maturity is patience, the willingness to pass up immediate pleasure in favor of leng
term gain.

Maturity is perseverance, the ability to sweat out a project or a situation in spite of opposi-

tion and discouraging setbacks. Maturity is unselfishnegesponding to the needs of oth-
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Maturity is the capacity to face unpleasantness and frustration, discomfort and defeat,
xEOET 60 Aii Pl AETO TO AT 11 APOA8 - AOOOEOU EC
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Maturity is the ability to make a decision and stand by it. The immature spend their lives ex-
ploring endless possibilities, then do nothing.

- AOOOEOU 1 AAT O AAPAT AAAEI EOUh EARAAPEIT C TTA
ture are masters of alibt-confused and disorganized. Their lives are a maze of broken
promises, former friends, unfinished business and good intentions which never materialize.
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Maturity is the art of living in peace with that which we cannot change.

-Ralph Waldo Emerson
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(Action? continued from pg 1) Every conference, in-
cluding annual conferences in the United States, would
.[ be part of a larger regional conference organized
e
=r conferences, Haupertlohnson said.
There are 63 annual
conferences and five jurisdic-
18 the Beqinnin ; .
Florida Conference is one of 13
E(an En annual conferences in the
PROVERBS 1:7 ' Southeastern Jurisdiction.
ing the discussion. Several did say more informatior
about the overall impact of the proposed changes was
needed. The Rev. Debbie McLeod, outgoing superin
the 2008 General Conference structure subcommittee
explained that two groups are working to provide that
information. The Study Committee on the Worldwide
ference offering details regarding a new structure. The
Council of Bishops and other denominational
groupsare looking at ways to reposition the church for
McLeod said she was not in favor of approving
OEA AEAT CAO xEOEI 66 OEAOD
for us to wait until we know what the structure
bers to vote age}lnst the amend
i AT 008 O! OA xA
Qe you were ot
church? When the General Col“\\\“quouaretepeo/ 0
ference adopts the structure, 1 Pater zery ‘o, ”
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The Rev. Jim Harnish, senior pastor of Hyds
Park United Methodist Church in Tampa, said he be
intention of the movement toward a worldwide
AEOOAEhd AOO xi1TAAOO EE
ponents at General Conference if they had given an
Ai T OEAAOAOQETT O OEA AT O
AT UTTA8O EI A(;EI AGET T ho
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decline in United Methodist membership in the United
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into subunits called jurisdictional
of the mPI
tions in the United States. The
No one spoke in favor of the amendments dur-
tendent of the South East District and chairwoman of
Church will submit a proposal at the 2012 General Co
21st century ministry.
will be before we change the T E
will we be streamlining the l
they can adopt the amendments and
00
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has been fully considered. Harnish said he asked pr
EA
OEA AATTITET AQET I
said. (See Action on pg 4)
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Ron Vath for spraying the fire paint in the
storage area of 1500; Daryl Rauscher & Larry
Powell for installing the fire door in 1500; Paul Gannett
& Gayle Goodman for attending the Annual Confer-
ence ; Tomi Rine & Gayle Goodman for cooking break-
AAOCO AT A 101 AE £ O nwEYy 2 A
meeting; Pastor Doug & John Kostiak for their work at
1500; Dot & Bill Apgar & Alice LaRue for keeping the
Food Pantry stocked; Chris Gannett for changing the
message on the sign weekly; All who provided trans-
portation to and from camp for the youth of the
church; Ken & Marie Swart for their aluminum can min-
istry; Kris Boysen & Fran Anderson for keeping the
pews stocked and tidy; James & Joyce Phillips for
counting the Sunday Offering and picking up the bank
bags> we will miss you! Dot Apgar for coordinating the
UMW Summer luncheon.; All the ladies who handed
I 60 OEA AT OPITO O1 OEA 1Al

@ (LW New,

Hope you are having a great summerAnd
have made plans to attend the Conference
School of Christian Mission at Florida Southern College
in Lakeland to study eitherFood and Faithor The
Beauty and Courage &udan. The week study begins
Tuesday, July 21 and ends, Friday, July 24, at ndgoost
E for the week is $140 for shared room and meals if post-
b marked by July 7, thereafter $150.00. If you need a ride
- to Lakeland for the week, call meThe weekend starts
( Friday, July 24 and ends Sunday, July Z&ost is $95.00E OF
$105.00. Call me, 42994, for registration forms,
more information, or if you need a scholarshipDuringD E T ¢
p- the School, your days will be rich with daily worship,
plenaries, class time, focus groups, learning activities,
C music, singing, and celebratiorCarol Elliott AEA
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The Victory Is Won!



Paged

TIDINGS

Action Continued from pg 3) Members voted against
the proposals by about 83 percent of the more than
1,050 votes cast for each amendment.

Current membership language upheld
Members also failed to pass Amendment I,

AAT 1T AA OEA OET Al OOEOAT AQ
cent of the 993 votes against it. The amendment pro-
poses thatchurch ministries and membership be avail-

AAT A O1 OAl1l DAOOI T Ohoe E
regard to race, color, national origin, status or eco-
TTTEA AT 1TAEOEIT 80
cused on several possible interpretations:
its meaning with regard to homosexual-
ity, requirements for membership and
the role of the pastor in deciding
eligibility for membership. _/
The Rev. Mason Dorse\$§
pastor at Riviera United Method-
ist Church in St. Petersburg, spoke
against the amendment based on issues related tg
membership and homosexualityO! I AT AT AT O
an attempt to make us more like Jesus, but an attempt
to deny grace to people struggling with major issues
and keep them locked in the sin from which Jesus diec
£l O OEAI 01 AA EOAAARG
amendment, | think, just hurts the people who are
xAEOET ¢ OF AA EAAI AA8o
South Central District youth member Carlene
FogleMiller said failing to pass the amendment hurts

OEA OAOU OAIT A DPAI PI A8 0)
AOA ET 11 OA@OAT O AOA 1160
PDAT DI A6 xT OAET ¢ ET OEA A
xAl AT T Aho OEA OAEAR OEIT x
grace that x A3 OA OAUET ¢ OEAO (
/ Graves spoke against the amend-

ment because of his belief it would re-
iT6A OEA DPAOGOI 0680
OAAAET AGO &I O 1AI
have been entrusted with the respon-
sibility of helping prospective mem-
bers understand and affirm the vows
and meaning of church member-
OEEPhd EA OAEA8 O7EAI
removes the responsibility from those that are given
the responsibility 2 when that responsibility is re-
moved with a word ? then that can often be disas-
001 0086
The Rev. Bill Fisackerly 1V, pastor of Gulf Coy\
UMC in Port Charlotte, (See Action on pg.5)
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Please Pray For.

Our military personnel serving
throughout the world protecting

our freedom; Mildred Adams
Rev. Neil Adams; Jennifer Adco

Qiamed AdBdx,AHetdy TAdeh; Kix: Y
McDaniel Allen; Rev. Robert Baker; Emily Bartos; Emily
Bortos & Sons; Marie Burpeau; Brian Canfield; Kim Car-

T né&yd BoArA CalpditerO Gdoige ®epedich| Re®. DorE & E
Helen Coughenhour; Roberta Damron; Dennis, Desiree

OOfENhilY; Bill BEscAIEIashua IDAdDINEK; Bill DunnEdrz
William Dunn Ill; Beth Dunn; David & June Elder;
JoAnne Fitzgerald; Diana Gannett; Mary Gannett;
Dolores Gonzalez; Jeannie Harris; Argil & Pat Haltom;
Kay Hamill; Dub Holt; Fred Hutswagner; Grant & Carla
Jackson; Anita & Carla; Frank Kerby; Charlie Kerr; Dan
Kerr; Larry & Sarah Kerr; Elizabeth King; Dan Komp; Carl
Laundrie lll; Barbara Lindsey; James Main; Becky &
Randy McCain; Jane McCormick; Joyce McDonald; Mitzi;
Phyda Oleus; Joshua Oribello; Heather Pasteur; Jim Pe-
ters; EH&nny & OJudy Poland; Julie Powers; Diane
Raggetta; Kay Schlegel; Shelbie Sherman; Evangelina,
Helene, Fotini, Lili, Aris & Carolyn Siavalas; Rita Sim-
mons; Orie Smiley; John, Selene & Richard Stanbor-
$oligh, Dritd) SteWakt; A Ary Sward MiddI® Foblig; Ead BrE O
rue; Gene Weisenberger; Chuck Wesley; Jeff & Marilyn
West; David Willett; Dave & Jackie Winnett; Carol Wil-
liams; Paige Wilson & Family; Bill Wolcott, Rose Yenther;

x ET

Oé A ET x B ia..&

oW Sympathie® 0| 4!
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A|A-¢ 6their mother, grandmother and

p great-grandmother? Geraldine

Swan was 103 when she was called

i DOE v O'homA A Ok ©yimpathis are extend

Atd OGE RAdnsnistrQileAresBtar® GeAnne Gonzalez

and her family for the loss of her father, Joseph A. on

June 9. While his health was not the best, this was not

expected and the Gonzalez family continues to ask for

prayer. Sympathies are also extended to the family [of
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church triumphant on June 10. There will be a memo-

rial service for her on Sat. July 11 at. 10:30 with a recep-

tion afterward? all are welcome to come and Cele-
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Pageb
(Action, continued from pg 4)
asked for clarification on
whether the intent of the

amendment is to make member-
ship automatic or require some
action on the part of prospective
members, such as attending
membership classes.
That question, Whitaker
said, raises the issue that divideg
DAl PI1 A8 O
Al AT AT A1 68 0) O
OEIT1T T Eh EE xA
membership, what are the condi-
tions for membership, such as
participating in a membership
Al AOGeo EA OAEA
make up your own minds
whether or not you feel the con-
ditions for membership are adequately defined in thig
amendment.

Members pass portion of amendments

A majority of voters passed six of the remaining
eight amendments, including a proposal to establish a
minimum basis of support for the election of bishops at
* OOEOAEAOQEIT T AT #1171 ZAOAT AR
gories of people protected against discrimination.

Another gives deacons, associate and provir
sional members, and local pastors who have completed
the Course of Study or master of divinity degree ang
served under appointment for two consecutive years
immediately preceding an election, the ability to vote
for clergy delegates to General and jurisdictional con
ferences. Currently, only ordained clergy in full conneg
tion may vote.

Amendment II, which seeks to establish conflict
of interest polices, failed to receive the necessary two
thirds approval, with 592 yes votes and 473 no votes.

Amendment VI, which provides an avenue for
the General Conference to establish representation for
newly created conferences on a noproportional basis
for a transitional time period, was opposed by 53 per-
cent of 1,036 voters.

The question of whether the 32 amendments
pass the global twethirds majority will not be an-
swered until all annual conferences have had the op-
portunity to register their votes.

og
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Child Evangelism Fellowship

It's not too late if you would
like to help with our weekly, after
school, Good News Club starting in
September. Good News Clubs pro-
vide a safe, caring environment that
children can attend for fellowship,
fun, and genuine spiritual growth.

ET ORAODOA O Afeyay are intergsted atgaiping is avail-

Rl staRidy Weds.Julyd R9%sad Aug. 5 from 6:30pm

open to anyone interested in children's ministry and
not just those working with the Good News Club.
You can be a blessingas a prayer partner,

gteaghey,jagsistany tgachex, zefeshmeyts, grade helper,

song leader, help with gamesadministrative workand/
or visitation. Contact Mary Swan at 439651 for more
info. Youth are welcome to help as wellWe have nine
volunteers so far and you would make ten!

Thanks A Million!!!

Mildred Adams wishes to thank
everyone for their prayers, calls

AT A AAAEla@ clrAGod Bi&ss Yod AlA A O

Jo-Anne Gonzalez and her family

wish to thank everyone for their cards, calls, prayers
and other expressions of sympathy for the loss of her
dad? Joseph A. GonzalezJo-Anne, Joseph & Angela
Gonzalez wish to thank you for the prayers for their
mom, Dolores, who under went surgery for a colonic
abscess and colostomy and has experienced some diffi-
culty. Michaelyn Milidantri and the folks at the
Free Clinic send a great big hug and BIG note of
thanks to everyone whose donated toys and other
items for the Flagler County Free CliniaVe appreciate
your generosity and willingness to support this very
worthy cause. Because of you, so many low income
people without health insurance are getting the medi-
cal and dental help they needBlessing to each of you.



