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2010 Annual Conference 
on June 10-12 
"Transforming the World by 
Eradicating Extreme Poverty" 
Lakeland Convention Center  
 Pastor Doug Swan and Larry 
Kerr will be delegates from FBUMC. Gayle Goodman will be 
a delegate representing the East Central District.  
 The Special Conference Offering received in May will 
be divided 80% to the Methodist Church in Haiti with whom 
the Florida Conference has a covenant, and 20% to Florida 
Impact for the Partnership to end Childhood Hunger, a multi-
year, strategic Ten-Point Plan to end childhood hunger in 

Florida. Lay Delegate Larry Kerr will present our offering at 

the Conference.  If you have not yet given, please do so be-
fore June 8.  And thank you. 

J oin area churches in a ñCelebration of Songò on Saturday, 
June 5 , from 6:45 to 9:15 p.m. at Santa Maria Del Mar 

Catholic Church on North Central Avenue, Flagler Beach.  
 This event is designed to bring area Christians together in 

singing, praying and fellowship in obedience to the Lord Jesusô 

prayer to God the Father before his passion (John 17).  

 Flagler County Church Choirs will be performing.  Admission 
is free with a love offering to support Habitat for Humanity to en-
able them to begin building another home for a local family. 

 
Note this is  

combined June 
and July issues.  

 FBUMC will have a float in the an-
nual Flagler Beach Parade on Saturday, 
July 3. If you have ideas or can help 
with the planning, decorating, being on 
the float, please contact Donna Stover, 
446-8430.   
 Help get the message out that 
FBUMC is working in the community. 
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I thought this message by Frank Decker, vice president for mission operations at The Mission 
Society and a long-time columnist for Good News, particularly relevant for all of us at FBUMC. It 
appeared in the January/February 2010 issue of Good News.  Keep the Faith with Joyð- 
 
 
 
 
 

What is the Gospel? 
 

A  defining moment in a Japanese restaurant near my office took place when a 
number of us from various ministries around the world were chatting about mis-

sions over lunch. The conversation was candid and stimulating. After one African leader 
had shared about ambitious plans to reach Muslims in the northern half of his continent, 
his rather traditional strategy of extracting Muslims from their cultural context was chal-
lenged by a man who had over three decades of experience ministering among Mus-
lims in Asia. "That method hasn't worked in 1,400 years, what makes you think it will 
work now?" Our conversation eventually shifted from discussing tactics to identifying the 
reasons for those strategies as the leader of the Asian ministry looked his African 
brother. in the eye and asked this simple question: "What is the gospel?" 
 The question, albeit basic, is essential. If a missionary is not cognizant of the dis-
tinction between the transcendent gospel of Jesus and the post-biblical traditions famil-
iar to the missionary,  then both the biblical message and the cultural traditions will likely 
be presented indistinguishably together in a package that is presented as if it is the gos-
pel, the whole gospel, and nothing but the gospel. This is one reason why I often ask 
prospective missionary candidates, "What,  exactly, is your message?"  
 The altar call, the sinner's prayer, church buildings, the distinction between clergy 
and laity, and the current role of the professional pastor are five of over sixty post-
biblical traditions cited in Frank Viola and George Barna's Pagan Christianity? Exploring 
the Roots of our Church Practices. These things are not necessarily bad; they simply 
are not the gospel.  They have helped people live out the gospel in certain cultural con-
texts, which may or may not be helpful in other contexts. Even the assumption that all 
believers in Jesus should be referred to as "Christians" is not an inherent part of the 
gospel message, and is a conjecture that foments the fallacious and even obstructive 
assumption that Jesus came to start a religion rather than usher in the kingdom 
of God. 
 One could argue that even the creeds were hammered out in a particular cultural 
context; and so they might have legitimately been quite different if they had been initially 
written, say, in China. And, as E. Stanley Jones has reminded us, our historic creeds 
are sadly lacking in an important emphasis (or even mention, in the case of the Apos-
tle's Creed) of the kingdom of God, a crucial element of Jesus' teaching. 

 Ever since I entered full-time ministry almost 30 years ago I've been revisiting 
that crucial question, "What is the gospel?" In the process, I began to notice pas-
sages of Scripture that give a summary of the gospel message, and began making a 
list of these "nutshell gospels." I Corinthians 15: 1-8 and I Peter 2:21-24 are two ex-
amples from different New Testament authors. 
 Biblical scholar. C.H. Doddôs research of the content of scriptural apostolic 
preaching has helped me conclude that a solid, biblical summary of the gospel is this: 

(Continued on page 3) 
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United Methodist 
Women  

 June 10, Thurs., Noon a.m.    ANNUAL 
GET TOGETHER LUNCHEON for members, 
spouses, friends, at Blue Restaurant (in To-
paz Motel on A1A) at noon.  Let Dorothy Ap-
gar know if you are attending.  439-3194 
 June 20, Sun., 8:30 and 11:00 services  
give gift to men attending church on FA-
THERôS DAY. 
 July 20 -23 (week) or July 23 -25 
(weekend)  CONFERENCE SCHOOL OF 
CHRISTIAN MISSION at Florida Southern 
College, Lakeland.  Study themes are For the 
Love of God, Johnôs Letters; Joy to the 
World!: Mission in the Age of Global Christi-
anity.  A scholarship is available from the unit. 
Contact Treasurer Betty Seubert, 439-5753. 
 Our annual Bazaar is October 23ðyou 
can be making items to sell over the summer. 
 READING PROGRAM: names of books 
youôve read due by July 1; give to Hannah 
Metz. 

 

Wisdom Circle on Hiatus  
 The Wisdom Circle will next meet in 
September.  We will still give 
breakfast baskets to families in 
stress.  Enjoy the summer!  
   

                  ð  Sue Baldwin 
  

The Tidings is published 

monthly by the First United    

Methodist Church, 1520 S. 

Daytona Ave., P. O. Box 

929, Flagler Beach, FL  

32136-0929. Telephone 
number  386-439-2160 

 Å In the fullness of time, God sent 
Jesus Messiah as the scriptures foretold. 
 Å He died in shame on a cross, bear-
ing our sins. 
 Å He rose again from the dead. 
 Å He is now Lord, which he proves by 
his Spirit today. 
 Å God's kingdom will be consum-
mated when Jesus returns. 
 Å Therefore repent, believe, and live 
as a member of God's kingdom. 
 I normally don't recite these points 
when witnessing to someone, but I find 
this to be a helpful outline to keep in 
mind. It is a message that finds its way 
into other cultures without necessarily 
being wrapped in western Christianity.  It 
enables the non-believer to see Jesus 
rather than a religion. And, while the end 
result may not look like First United Meth-
odist Church down the street, the point is 
that people meet Jesus. 
 Even if the gospel we share is bibli-
cal, it is not attractive to others unless the 
work of Jesus is evident in our lives. Oth-
erwise, the message becomes merely 
theoretical; a danger in our age of infor-
mation. In fact, I am convinced that the 
less we actually experience the living Je-
sus, the more apt we are to depend on 
intricate theologies in order to explain his 
apparent absence as a reality in our lives. 
 People from all cultures and religious 
traditions are hungering for Jesusðnot 
necessarily our brand of religion. 
Whether or not 
they see him 
could depend on 
how we answer 
the question, 
"What is the gos-
pel?" 
 
 

  In HaitiðSince the earthquake, 
The Womenôs Division of the Board of Global 
Ministries has made small grants to grass-
roots organizations working with women, chil-
dren and youth in Haiti.  The directors redes-
ignated $300,000 from Prayer and Self-Denial 
funds to rehabilitate and rebuild hospitals, 
schools and orphanages in Haiti. An emer-
gency grant of $15,000 to the Methodist 
Women of Haiti will be used in communities 
located in remote areas. 
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